DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

known that their protest would be useless. Just so,
with untoward consequences, the Crown Prince with
his wife's support had protested against Bismarck's
abolition of the freedom of the Press when it had
received his father's assent. The same thing
happened now. Bismarck replied that such was the
Emperor's pleasure and showed William what his
father had written about him.

There was no mistaking the intention of these
missions and offices bestowed upon William. They
were designed and deliberate obliterations of his
father. The Crown Princess recognized them as
such, and, as such, she resented them for her hus-
band's sake. Such obliterations, now manifest for
the first time were to prove, in the years to come, the
chief source of her most bitter experiences.
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